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March 12, 2006

It is hard for me to believe, but this is letter number 8.  This week I want us all to think about the temple.  There were temples built in the Old Testament time period.  The last one was destroyed as predicted by our Lord.  But in the New Testament we are told about the final temple and it is very different.  First, let’s look at a few verses in the Word of God about what He says about our building a house for Him.
1Kings 8:27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Thee, how much less this house which I have built!”
2Chronicles 6:18 “But will God indeed dwell with mankind on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Thee; how much less this house which I have built.”
Isaiah 66:1 “Thus says the Lord, "Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest?”
How arrogant and misunderstanding about the holiness of God we are to think that we can build a house for Him.  God is absolutely holy and we are absolutely sinful.  He made the material out of which men tried to build a temple for Him but the last one was destroyed.  I still hear people say something to indicate that they think that God lives in the sanctuary of a “church” building made by man.  From the way many people act once they leave “God’s house”, it seems that they think that indeed He does live in the “church” and He cannot see or hear what they do once they leave “church”.  So what does God say about His dwelling place?
Acts 7:48 “However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet says:”
Acts 7:49 'Heaven is My throne, And earth is the footstool of My feet; What kind of house will you build for Me?' says the Lord;' Or what place is there for My repose?”

So is there a temple in the church age?  If so, where is the new temple?

1Cor 3:16 “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”

1Cor 6:19 “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?”

2Cor 6:16 “Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”
What a transforming bit of knowledge!  God dwells in the body of His children, His creation.  We are twice born and on the second birth we become the living temple of the Holy God!  Now we know that we can never walk away from God!  We can never leave His sight or go anywhere that He is not for He lives in us! 
It is also impossible for me to understand why God would choose to dwell in me.  Even though I know that I understand that because of the work of Jesus I am spiritually pure before God, I know that I am still a sinful person in my life here.  I sin every day in some way.  Yet I am indeed a living temple of God.  Now let’s think a bit differently about where we go, what we do, and what we say.  We are a dwelling place of God.  The Holy Spirit lives in us!  Is it possible for us to really grasp the totality of that concept?  I don’t think that I can maintain the thought continuously that God lives in me.  If I could always remember that I am a temple of God then my life would be very different.  When we are tempted to go someplace that we know we should not go, think about taking the temple of God into that place and see what you will do.  We cannot hide from God.  We cannot think, say, or do anything that He does not know about.  Now that is simultaneously a comforting and a terrifying thought!  
Now I can begin to understand why Paul said that we should pray continuously.  
1Thess 5:16 “Rejoice always;

1Thess 5:17 pray without ceasing;

1Thess 5:18 in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”

When we know that God lives in us we should be in constant prayers of repentance, praise, and thankfulness.  

So what do I do as a temple of God?  God has no need for me.

Acts 17:25 “neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things;”
But God has chosen me for salvation and for good works:

Eph 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

So we temples do have work to do for our Holy Father.
Have a great week, fellow temples.

Leon

